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WARNING, Ge. 


T a Time when the general Rights 
and Liberties of Mankind, and the 
Preſervation of thoſe valuable Pri- 
vileges, tranſmitted to us from our 

Anceſtors, are become ſo much the Subjects 

of univerſal Conſideration ; can it be an En- 

quiry indifferent to any, how many of thoſe 
who diſtinguiſh themſelves as the Advocates 
of Liberty, remain inſenſible and inattentive 
to the Treatment of Thouſands and Tens of 

Thouſands of our Fellow-Men, who, from 

Motives of Avarice, and the inexorable De- 

cree of Tyrant Cuſtom, are at this very Time 

kept in the moſt deplorable State of Slavery, 
in many Parts of the Britiſo Dominions ? 
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The Intent of publiſhing the following 
Sheets, is more fully to make known the ag- | 
gravated Iniquity attending the Practice of 
the Slave-trade ; whereby many Thouſands 
of our Fellow-Creatures, as free as ourſelves 
by Nature, and equally with us the Sub- 
. jets of Chriſt's redeeming Grace, are yearly 
brought into inextricable and barbarous Bon- 
dage; and many, very many, to miſerable 
and untimely Ends. 

The Truth of this lamentable Complaint is 
ſo obvious to Perſons of Candour, under whoſe 
Notice it hath fallen, that ſeveral have lately 
publiſhed their Sentiments thereon, as a Mat- 
ter which calls for the moſt ſerious Conſider- 
ation of all who are concerned for the civil or 
religious Welfare of their Country. How an 
Evil, of ſo deep a Dye, hath ſo long not only 
paſſed uninterrupted by Thoſe in Power, but 
hath even had their Countenance, is indeed 
ſurpriſing, and, Charity would ſuppoſe, muſt, 
in a great Meaſure, have ariſen from this, 
that many Perſons in Government, both of 
the Clergy and Laity, in whoſe Power it hath 
been to put a Stop to the Trade, have been 
unacquainted with the corrupt Motives which 
give Lite to it; and the Groans, the dying 
Groans, which daily aſcend to God, the 
common Father of Mankind, from the * | 
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ken Hearts of thoſe his deeply oppreſſed 
Creatures; otherwiſe the Powers of the Earth 
would not, I think I may venture to fay, 
could not, have ſo long authoriſed a Practice 
ſo inconſiſtent with every Idea of Liberty and 
Juſtice, which, as the learned James Fofter 
ſays, Bids that God, which is the God and Fa- 
ther of the Gentiles, unconverted to Chriſtiam- 
ty, moſt daring and bold Defiance ; and ſpurns 
at all the Principles both of natural and re- 
vealed Religion. 

Much might juſtly be ſaid of the temporal 
Evils which attend this Practice, as it is de- 
ſtructive of the Welfare of human Society, 
and of the Peace and Proſperity of every 
Country, in Proportion as it prevails. It 
might be alſo ſhewn, that it deſtroys the 
Bonds of natural Affection and Intereſt, 
whereby Mankind in general are united ; 
that it introduces Idleneſs, diſcourages Mar- 
riage, corrupts the Youth, ruins and de- 
bauches Morals, excites continual Apprehen- 
ſions of Dahgers, and frequent Alarms, to 
which the Whites are neceſſarily expoſed 
from ſo great an Encreaſe of a People, that, 
by their Bondage and Oppreſſions, become 
natural Enemies, yet, at the fame time, are 
filling the Places, and eating the Bread of 
thoſe who would be the Support and Security 
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of the Country. But as theſe, and many 
more Reflections of the ſame Kind, may oc- 
cur to a confiderate Mind, I ſhall only en- 


deavour to ſhew, from the Nature of the 


Trade, the Plenty which Guiney affords its 
Inhabitants, the barbarous Treatment of the 
Negroes, and the Obſervations made thereon 
by Authors of Note, that it is inconſiſtent 
with the plaineſt Precepts of the Goſpel, the 
Dictates of Reaſon, and every common Sen- 
timent of Humanity. 

In an Account of the European Settlements 
in America, printed in London, 1757, the 
Author, ſpeaking on this Subject, ſays, The 
© Negroes in our Colonies endure a Slavery 
more compleat, and attended with far worſe 
* Circumſtances, than what any People in 
© their Condition ſuffer in any other Part of 
* the World, or have ſuffered in any other 
Period of Time: Proofs of this are not 
* wanting. The prodigious Waſte which we 
© experience in this unhappy Part of our Spe- 
© cies, is a full and melancholy Evidence of 
this Truth. The Iſland of Barbados (the 
* Negroes upon which do not amount to 
«< Eighty Thouſand) notwithſtanding all the 
Means which they uſe to encreaſe them by 
* Propagation, and that the Climate is in eve- 
ry Reſpe&t (except that of being more 
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ES 1 
* wholeſome) exactly reſembling the Cli- 
mate from whence they come; notwith- 
« ſtanding all this, Barbados hes under a 
Neceſſity of an annual Recruit of Five 
< Thouſand Slaves, to keep up the Stock at 
the Number I have mentioned. This pro- 
« digious Failure, which is at leaſt in the ſame 
Proportion in all our Iſlands, ſhews demon- 
ſtratively that ſome uncommon and unſup- 
portable Hardſhip lies upon the Negroes, 
& < which wears them down in ſuch a ſurpriſing 
* Manner ; and this, I imagine, 1s principal- 
© ly the exceſſive Labour which they under- 
* go. In an Account of Part of North- Ame- 
rica, publiſhed by Thomas Jeffery, printed 
1761, ſpeaking of the Uſage the Negroes 
receive in the Weſl-India Iſlands, thus ex- 
preſſes himſelf: It is impoſſible for a human 
Heart to reflect upon the Servitude of theſe 
Dregs of Mankind, without in ſome Mea- 
* {ure feeling for their Miſery, which ends 
but with their Lives. Nothing can be 
more wretched than the Condition of this 
* People. One would imagine, they were 
* framed to be the Diſgrace of the human 
Species, baniſhed from their Country, and 
* deprived of that Bleſſing Liberty, on which 
© all other Nations ſet the greateſt Value; they 
* are in a Manner reduced to the Condition 
- 8 A 3 of 
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0 ae Beafts of Burden : In general a few 
© Roots, Potatoes eſpecially, are their Food, 
and two Rags, which neither ſcreen them 
from the Heat of the Day, nor the extraor- 
© dinary Coolneſs of the Night, all their Co- 
© vering ; their Sleep very ſhort; their Labour 
* almoſt continual ; they receive no Wages, 
* but have Twenty Laſhes for the ſmalleſt 
Fault. 

A conſiderate young Perſon, who was late 
in one of our We/t-India Iflands, where he 
obſerved the miſerable Situation of the Ne- 

roes, makes the following Remarks: I 
meet with daily Exerciſe, to fee the Treat- 
© ment which theſe miſerable Wretches meet 
* with from their Maſters, with but few Ex- 


< ceptions. They whip them moſt unmer- 
© citully, on ſmall Occaſions. They beat 


© them with thick Clubs, and you will ſee 


© their Bodies all whaled and ſcatred; in 
© ſhort, they ſeem to ſet no other Value on 
© their Lives, than as they coſt them ſo much 
Money; and are not reſtrained from killing 
them, when angry, by a worthier Conſi- 
« deration, than that they loſe ſo much. 

They act as though they did not look upon 
< them as a Race of human Creatures, who 
© have Reaſon, and Remembrance of Miſ- 
* fortunes, but as Beaſts, like Oxen, who 
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C19 2 
are ſtubborn, hardy and ſenſeleſs ; fit for 
Burdens, and deſigned to bear them. They 
© won't allow them to have any Claim to hu- 
man Privileges, or ſcarce, indeed, to be 
regarded as the Work of God. Though it 
was conſiſtent with the Juſtice of our Ma- 
* ker to pronounce the Sentence on our com- 
mon Parent, and through him on all ſuc- 
ceeding Generations, That he and rhey ſhould 
eat their Bread by the Sweat of their Brows ; 
yet does it not ſtand recorded, by the fame 
eternal Truth, That the Laborer is worthy 
* of his Hire? It cannot be allowed, in na- 
© tural Juſtice, that there ſhould be a Servi- 
© tude without Condition; a cruel endleſs 
« Servitude. It cannot be reconcileable to na- 
< tural Juſtice, that whole Nations, nay, 
whole Continents of Men, ſhould be de- 
* voted to do the Drudgery of Life for others, 
be dragged away from their Attachments of 
* Relations and Societies, and made to ſerve 
the Appetites and Pleaſures of a Race of 
Men, whoſe Superiority has been obtained 
by an illegal Force. 

A particular Account of the Treatment 
theſe unhappy Africans receive in the Weſt- 
Indies, was lately publiſhed, which, even by 
thoſe who, blinded by Intereſt, ſeek Excuſes 
for the Trade, and endeavour to palliate the 
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Cruelty exerciſed upon them, is allowed to 
be a true, though rather too favourable, Re- 
preſentation of the Uſage they receive, which 
is as follows, vis. The Iniquity of the 
« Slave-trade 1s greatly aggravated by the In- 
< humanity with which the Negrees are treat- 
© ed in the Plantations, as well with Reſpect 
© to Food and Cloathing, as from the unrea- 
© ſonable Labour which is commonly exact- 
ed from them. To which may be added 
© the cruel Chaſtiſements they frequently ſuf- 
fer, without any other Bounds, than the 
Will and Wrath of their hard Taſk-ma- 
< ſters. In Barbados, and ſome other of the 
< Iſlands, ſix Pints of Indian Corn, and three 
« Herrings, are reckoned a full Week's Al- 
© lowance for a working Slave; and in the 
«* Syſtem of Geography it is ſaid, That in 
Jamaica the Owners of the Negroe Slaves, 
r fet afide for each a Parcel of Ground, and 
« allow them Sundays to manure it, the Pro- 
* duce of which, with ſometimes a few Her- 
© rings, or other ſalt Fiſh, 18 all that is allow- 
« ed for their Support. Their Allowance for 
« Cloathing in the Iflands is ſeldom more 
< than ſix Yards of Ozenbrigs each Year: 
And in the more Northern Colonies, where 
* the piercing weſterly Winds are long and 
* ſenſibly felt, theſe poor Africans ſuffer 


much 


1 


much for Want of ſufficient Cloathing, in- 
deed ſome have none till they are able to 
pay for it by their Labour. The Time 
that the Negroes work in the Weſt- Indies, 
is from Day-break till Noon; then again 
from Two O Clock till Duſk (during which 
Time they are attended by Overſeers, who 
« ſeverely ſcourge thoſe who appear to them 
« dilatory) and before they are ſuffered to go 
© to their Quarters, they have {till ſomething 
to do, as collecting of Herbage for the 
«* Horſes, gathering Fuel for the Boilers, &c. 
© ſo that it is often Half paſt Twelve before 
they can get Home, when they have ſcarce 
Time to grind and boil their Indian Corn; 
* whereby it often happens that they are cal- 
© led again to Labour before they can ſatisfy 
their Hunger: And here no Delay or Ex- 
«* cule will avail, for if they are not in the 
Field immediately upon the uſual Notice, 
they muſt expect to feel the Overſeer's Laſh. 
In Crop-time (which laſts many Months) 
they are obliged (by Turns) to work moſt 
* of the Night in the Boiling-houſe. Thus 
their Owners, from a Deſire of making the 
* greateſt Gain by the Labour of their Slaves, 
© lay heavy Burdens on them, and yet feed 
* and cloath them very ſparingly, and ſome 
ſcarce feed or cloath them at all; ſo that the 

| * poor 
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poor Creatures are obliged to ſhift for their 
Living in the beſt Manner they can, which 
* occaſions their being often killed in the 
* neighbouring Lands, ſtealing Potatoes, or 
* other Food, to fatisfy their Hunger. And 
if they take any Thing from the Plantation 
they belong to, though under ſuch preſ- 
* ſing Want, their Owners will correct them 
© ſeverely, for taking a little of what they 
© have ſo hardily laboured for, whilſt they 
© themſelves riot in the greateſt Luxury and 
Exceſs.— It is a Matter of Aſtoniſhment, 
how a People who, as a Nation, are look- 
* ed upon as generous and humane, and ſo 
much value themſelves for their uncom- 
mon Senſe of the Benefit of Liberty, can 
© live in the Practice of ſuch extreme Op- 
* preſſion and Inhumanity, without ſeein 
* the Inconſiſtency of ſuch Conduct, and 
without feeling great Remorſe ; Nor is it 
© leſs amazing to hear theſe Men calmly 
making Calculations about the Strength and 
© Lives of their Fellow-Men ; in Jamaica, 
tif fix in ten, of the new imported Negroes, 
* ſurvive the Seaſoning, it is looked upon as 
a gaining Purchaſe: And in moſt of the 
other Plantations, if the Negroes live eight 
or nine Years, their Labour is reckoned a 
« ſufficient Compenſation for their Colt, 


If 


If Calculations of this Sort were made u 
the Strength and Labour of Beaſts of Bur- 
den, it would not appear ſo ſtrange, but even 
© then a merciful Man would certainly uſe 
© his Beaſt with more Mercy than is uſually 
© ſhewn to the poor Negroes.— Will not the 
« Groans of this deeply afflicted and oppreſ- 
© ſed People reach Heaven, and, when the 
Cup of Iniquity is full, muſt not the ine- 
vitable Conſequence be pouring forth of the 
« Judgments of God upon their Oppreſſors? 
But, alas! is it not too manifeſt that this Op- 
preſſion has already long been the Object 
* of the Divine Diſpleaſure? For what hea- 
vier Judgment, what greater Calamity can 
© betal any People, than to become a Prey 
to that Hardneſs of Heart, that Forgetful- 
* neſs of God, and Inſenſibility to every re- 
* ligious Impreſſion; as well as that general 
© Depravation of Manners, which ſo much 
* prevails in the Colonies, in Proportion as 
they have more or leſs enriched themſelves, 
* at the Expence of the Blood and Bondage 
© of the Negroes ?” | 

The Situation of the Negroes in our South- 
ern Provinces on the Continent, is alſo feel- 
ingly ſet forth by George Whitefield, in a Let- 
ter from Georgia, to the Inhabitants of Ma- 
rylana, Virginia, North and South-Carolina, 
printed 
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printed in the Year 1739, of which the fol- 
lowing is an Extract. As I lately paſſed 
through your Provinces, in my Way hither, 
© I was ſenſibly touched with a Fellow-feel- 
ing of the Miſeries of the poor Negroes. 
© Whether it be lawful for Chriſtians to buy 
* Slaves, and thereby encourage the Nations 
from whom they are bought, to be at per- 
* petual War with each other, I ſhall not 
take upon me to determine; ſure I am, it 
is ſinful, when bought, to uſe them as bad, 
* nay worle, than as though they were Brutes; 
* and whatever particular Exception there 
* may be (as I would charitably hope there 
are ſome) I fear the Generality of you, that 
* own Negroes, are liable to ſuch a Charge; 
for your Slaves, I believe, work as hard, if 
not harder, than the Horſes whereon you 
ride. Theſe, after they have done their 
Work, are fed and taken proper Care of; 
but many Negroes, when wearied with La- 
* bour, in your Plantations, have been ob- 
© liged to grind their own Corn, after they 
return home; your Dogs are careſſed and 
fondled at your Tables; but your Slaves, 
* who are frequently ſtiled Dogs or Beaſts, 
© have not an equal Privilege; they are ſcarce 
permitted to pick up the Crumbs which fall 
from their Maſter's Table.—Not to men- 
tion 
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tion what Numbers have been given up to 
the inhuman Uſage of cruel Taſk-maſters, 
© who, by their unrelenting Scourges, have 
© ploughed their Backs, and made long Fur- 
* rows, and at length brought them even to 
Death. When paſling along, I have view- 
© ed your Plantations cleared and cultivated, 
many ſpacious Houſes built, and the Own- 
© ers of them faring ſumptuouſly every Day, 
* my Blood has frequently almoſt run cold 
within me, to conſider how many of your 
Slaves had neither convenient Food to eat, 
© or proper Raiment to put on, notwithſtand- 
© ing moſt of the Comforts you enjoy were 
© ſolely owing to their indefatigable Labours. 
Ihe Scripture ſays, Thou ſhalt not muz- 
zel the Ox that treadeth out the Corn. 
© Does God take Care for Oxen; and will 
© he not take Care of the Negroes alſo? Un- 
* doubtedly he will. Go to now ye rich 
Men, weep and howl for your Miſeries 
* that ſhall come upon you: Behold the Pro- 
* viſion of the poor Negroes, who have rea 

* ed down your Fields, which is by you de- 
* nied them, crieth; and the Cries of them 
© which reaped, are entered into the Ears of 
the Lord of Sabaoth. We have a remark- 
able Inſtance of God's taking Cognizance 
* of, and avenging, the Quarrel of poor 
© Slaves, 
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© Slaves, 2 Sam. xxi. 1. There was a Fa- 
mine in the Days of David, three Vears, 
Fear after Vear; and David enquired of 
the Lord: And the Lord anſwered, It is 
for Saul, and his bloody Houſe, becauſe 
© he flew the Gibeonites. Two Things are 
© here very remarkable: Fit, Theſe Gibe- 
onites were only Hewers of Wood, and 
© Drawers of Water; or, in other Words, 
Slaves like yours. Secondly, That this 
Plague was ſent by God many Years after 
the Injury, the Cauſe of the Plague, was 
© committed. And for what End were this 
and ſuch like Examples recorded in holy 
* Scriptures? without Doubt, for our Learn- 
ing. For God is the ſame To-day, as he 
© was Yeſterday, and will continue the ſame 
© for ever. He does not reject the Prayer 
© of the Poor and Deſtitute ; nor diſregard 
© the Cry of the meaneſt Negroe. The 
© Blood of them ſpilt for theſe many Years, 
© in your reſpective Provinces, will aſcend up 
to Heaven againſt you. 

Some who have only ſeen Negroes in an 
abject State of Slavery, broken-ſpirited and 
dejected, knowing nothing of their Situation 
in their native Country, may apprehend, that 
they are naturally inſenſible of the Benefits 
of Liberty, being deſtitute and miſerable in 
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every Reſpect, and that our ſuffering them 
to live amongſt us (as the Gibeonites of old 
were permitted to live with the Maelites) 
though even on more oppreſſive Terms, is to 
them a Favour; but theſe are certainly er- 
roneous Opinions, with Reſpect to far the 
greateſt Part of them: Although it is highly 
robable, that in a Country which is more 

than Three Thouſand Miles in Extent from 
North to South, and as much from Eaſt to 
Weſt, there will be barren Parts, and many 
Inhabitants more uncivilized and barbarous 
than others; as is the Caſe in all other Coun- 
tries: Vet, from the moſt authentic Ac- 
counts, the Inhabitants of Guiney appear, 
generally ſpeaking, to be an induſtrious, hu- 
mane, ſociable People, whoſe Capacities are 
naturally as enlarged, and as open to Im- 
provement, as thoſe of the Europeans; and 
that their Country 1s fruitful, and in many 
Places well improved, abounding in Cat- 
tle, Grain and Fruits: And as the Earth 
yields all the Year round a freſh Supply of 
Food, and but little Cloathing is requiſite, 
by Reaſon of the continual Warmth of the 
Climate; the Neceſſaries of Life are much 
eaſier procured in moſt Parts of Africa, than 
in our more Northern Climes. This is con- 
firmed by many Authors of Note, who have 
reſided 
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reſided there; among others M. Adanſon, in 
his Account of Gore and Senegal, in the 
Year 1754, ſays, Which Way ſoever I 
turned my Eyes on this pleaſant Spot, I be- 
held a perfect Image of pure Nature; an 
© agreeable Solitude, bounded on every Side 
* by charming Landſcapes, the rural Situa- 
© tion of Cottages in the Midſt of Trees; the 
© Eaſe and Indolence of the Negroes, reclined 
* under the Shade of their ſpreading Foliage; 
the Simplicity of their Dreſs and Manners ; | 
* the whole revived in my Mind the Idea of | 
© our firſt Parents, and I ſeemed to contem- 
© plate the World in its primitive State: They | 
© are, generally ſpeaking, very good-natured, 
© ſociable and obliging. I was not a little 
© pleaſed with this my firſt Reception; it 
convinced me, that there ought to be a con- 
© fiderable Abatement made in the Accounts 
] had read and heard every where of the 
© ſavage Character of the Africans. I ob- 
© ſerved, both in Negroes and Moors, great 
'x Humanity and Sociableneſs, which gave me 
5 ſtrong Hopes that I ſhould be very ſafe 
© amongſt them, and meet with the Succeſs 
I defired, in my Enquiries after the Curio- 
© fities of the Country. 
William Boſman, a principal Factor for the 
Dutch, who refided Sixteen Years in Guzney, 
ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking of the Natives of that Part where he 
then was, ſays, © They are generally a good 
* Sort of People, honeſt in their Dealings; 
others he deſcribes as © being generally friend- 
© ly to Strangers, of a mild Converſation, af- 
© fable, and eaſy to be overcome with Rea- 
© ſon.” He adds, © That ſome Negroes, who 
© have had an agreeable Education, have ma- 
* nifeſted a Brightneſs of Underſtanding equal 
© to any of us.” Speaking of the Fruitfulneſs 
of the Country, he ſays, © It was very po- 
© pulous, plentifully provided with Corn, Po- 
© tatoes and Fruit, which grew cloſe to each 
© other; in ſome Places a Foot-Path is the 
© only Ground that is not covered with them, 
© the Negroes leaving no Place, which is 
thought fertile, uncultivated ; and imme- 


* diately after they have reaped, they are ſure 
© to ſow again, Other Parts he deſcribes as 


being full of Towns and Villages, the Soil 
© very rich, and ſo well cultivated as to look 
like an entire Garden, abounding in Rice, 
Corn, Oxen and Poultry, and the Inhabi- 
tants laborious. 

William Smith, who was ſent by the Afri- 
can Company to viſit their Settlements on 
the Coaſt of Guiney, in the Year 1726, 
gives much the ſame Account of the Countr 
of Delmina and Cape-Corſe, &c. for Beauty 
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and Goodneſs, and adds, The more you 
© come downward towards that Part called 
© Slave-Coaſt, the more delightful and rich 
© the Soil appears. Speaking of their Diſpo- 
ſition, he ſays, They were a civil, good-na- 
* tured People, induſtrious to the laſt Degree. 
© It is eaſy to perceive what happy Memories 
© they are bleſſed with, and how great Pro- 
greſs they would make in the Sciences, 
in caſe their Genius was cultivated with 
* Study. He adds, from the Information he 
received of one of the Factors, who had re- 


ded ten Years in that Country, That the 


* diſcerning Natives account it their greateſt 
Unhappineſs, that they were ever viſited 
by the Europeans That the Chriftians in- 
© troduced the Traffic of Slaves, and that be- 
fore our coming they lived in Peace. 
Andrew Brue, a principal Man in the 
French Factory, in the Account he gives of 
the great River Senegal, which runs many 
Hundred Miles up the Country, tells his 
Readers, The farther you go from the Sea, 
the Country on the River ſeems more fruit- 
© ful and well improved. It abounds in Gui- 
© ney and Indian Corn, Rice, Pulſe, Tobacco, 
© and Indico. Here are vaſt Meadows, which 
feed large Herds of great and ſmall Cattle; 


Poultry are numerous, as well as wild Fowl. 
The 


1 

The ſame Author, in his Travels to the South 
of the River Gambia, expteſſes his Surprize, to 
© ſee the Land ſo well cultivated ; ſcarce a 8 

© lay unimproved; the low Grounds, divided 
by ſmall Canals, were all ſowed with Rice; 
the higher Ground planted with Indian Corn, 
« Millet, and Peas of different Sorts; Beef and 
< Mutton very cheap, as well as all other Ne- 
© ceſſaries of Lite. The Account this Au- 
thor gives of the Diſpoſition of the Natives, 
is, That they are generally good-natured 
and civil, and may be brought. to any Thing 
© by fair and ſoft Means. Artus, ſpeaking of 
the ſame People, ſays, They are a ſincere, 
© inoffenſive People, and do no Injuſtice either 
to one another or Strangers. 

From theſe Accounts, both of the good 
Diſpoſition of the Natives, and the Fruitful- 
neſs of moſt Parts of Guiney, which are con- 
firmed by many other Authors, it may well 
be concluded, that their Acquaintance with 
the Europeans would have been a Happineſs 
to them, had thoſe laſt not only bore the 
Name, but indeed been influenced by the 
Spirit of Chriſtianity. But, alas! how hath 
the Conduct of the Whites contradicted the 
Precepts and Example of Chriſt ? Inſtead of 
promoting the End of his coming, by preach- 
ing the Goſpel of Peace and good Will to 
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Man, they have, by their Practices, contri- 
buted to inflame every noxious. Paſſion of 
corrupt Nature in the Negroes; they have in- 
Cited them to make War one upon another, 
and for this Purpoſe have furniſhed them with 
prodigious Quantities of Ammunition and 


.Arms, whereby they have been hurried into 


Confuſion, Bloodſhed, and all the Extremities 
of temporal Miſery, which muſt neceſſarily 
beget in their Minds ſuch a general Deteſta- 
tion and Scorn'of the Chriſtian Name, as may 
deeply affect, if not wholly preclude, their Be- 
lief of the great Truths of our holy Religion. 
Thus an inſatiable Deſire of Gain hath be- 


come the principal and moving Cauſe of the 


moſt abominable and dreadful Scene, that was 
perhaps ever acted upon the Face of the 
Earth; even the Power of their Kings hath i 
been made ſubſervient to anſwer this wicked FF 
Purpoſe; inſtead of being Protectors of their 


People, theſe Rulers, allured by the tempting 


Bait laid before them by the European Fac- | * 


tors, Sc. have invaded the Liberties of their F 4 
unhappy Subjects, and are become their Op- 4 


preſſors. 

Divers Accounts have already appeared in 
Print declarative of the ſhocking Wickednels 
with which this Trade is carried on ; theſe 
may not have tallen into the Hands of ſome | 
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of my Readers, I ſhall, therefore, for their 
Information, ſele& a few of the moſt remark- 
able Inſtances that I have met with, ſhewing 
the Method by which the Trade is common- 
ly managed all along the African Coaſt. 
Francis Moor, Factor to the African Com- 
pany on the River Gambia, relates, That 
* when the King of Barſalli wants Goods, 
Sc. he ſends a Meſſenger to the Engliſb 
Governor, at James Fort, to defire he would 
* ſend up a Sloop with a Cargo of Goods ; 
which (ſays the Author) the Governor ne- 
ver fails to do: Againſt the Time the Veſ- 


| © ſel arrives, the King plunders ſome. of his 


* Enemies Towns, ſelling the People for ſuch 
© Goods as he wants.—lf he is not at War 
with any neighbouring King, he falls upon 
one of his own Towns, and makes bold to 
© ſell his own miſerable Subjects. 

N. Brue, in his Account of the Trade, 
Sc. writes, © That having received a Quan- 
* tity of Goods, he wrote to the King of the 
Country, That if he had a ſufficient Num- 
© ber of Slaves, he was ready t6 trade with 
* him. This Prince (fays that Author) as 
well as other Negroe Monarchs, has always 
a ſure Way of ſupplying his Deficiencies, by 
* ſelling his own Subjects. — The King had 
© Recourſe to this Method, by teizing Three 
1 Hundred 
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Hundred of his own People, and ſent Word 
to rue, that he had the Slaves ready to de- 
© liver for the Goods. 

The Miſery and Bloodſhed, conſequent of 
the Slave-Trade, is amply ſet forth by the fol- 
lowing Extracts of two Voyages to the Coaſt 
of Guiney, for Slaves. The firſt in a Veſſel 
from Liverpool, taken verbatim from the ori- 
ginal Manuſcript of the Surgeon's Journal, 
vi. 

* Seftro, December the 29th, 1724. No 
Trade To-day, though many Traders come 
on board; they inform us, that the People are 
© gone to War within Land, and will bring 
* Priſoners enough in two or three Days; 
in Hopes of which we ſtay. 

The 3oth. No Trade yet, but our Trad- 
* ers came on board To-day, and informed 
© us, the People had burnt four Towns of 
© their Enemies, ſo that To-morrow we ex- 
pect Slaves off. Another large Ship is come 
in. Yeſterday came in a large Londoner. 

The 31ſt. Fair Weather, but no Trade 
yet; we ſee each Night Towns burning; 
© but we hear the Se/ftro Men are many of 
© them killed by the Inland Negroes, ſo that 
£ we fear this War will be unſucceſsful. 

The 2d January. Laſt Night we ſaw a 


* prodigious Fire break out about Eleven 
o Clock; 


. 


r 


1 


o' Clock; and this Morning ſee the Town 
© of Seſtro burnt down to the Ground (it 
contained ſome Hundreds of Houſes) ſo 
© that we find their Enemies are too hard for 
* them at preſent, and, conſequently, our 
* Trade ſpoiled here; ſo that about Seven 
o Clock we weighed Anchor, as did like- 
«* wiſe the three other Veſſels, to proceed 
© lower down. 

The ſecond Relation, alſo taken from the 
original Manuſcript Journal of a Perſon of 
Credit, who went Surgeon, on the ſame Ac- 
count, in a Veſſel from New-York to the 
Coaſt of Gurney, about eighteen Years paſt, 
is as follows, viz. Being on the Coaſt, at a 
Place called Baſalia, the Commander of 
© the Veſſel, according to Cuſtom, ſent a 
* Perſon on Shore with a Preſent to the King, 
* acquainting him with his Arrival, and letting 
him know, they wanted a Cargo of Slaves. 
* The King promiſed to furniſh them with 
Slaves; and, in order to do it, ſet out to 
go to War againſt his Enemies; deſigning 
* allo to ſurpriſe ſome Town, and take all the 
People Priſoners: Some Time after, the 
* King ſent them Word, he had not yet met 
with the defired Succeſs, having been twice 
* repulled, in attempting to break up two 
* Towns; but that he ſtill hoped to procure a 
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Number of Slaves for them; and in this 
* Deſign he perſiſted till he met his Enemies 
in the Field, where a Battle was fought, 
© which laſted three Days, during which Time 
* the Engagement was ſo bloody, that four 
© Thouſand five Hundred Men were {lain on 
the Spot.” The Perſon that wrote the Ac- 
count beheld the Bodies, as they lay on the 
Field of Battle. Think (ſays he in his 
* Journal) what a pitiable Sight it was, to ſee 
* the Widows weeping over their loſt Huſ- 
bands, Orphans deploring the Loſs of their 
© Fathers, Sc. &c. 

Thoſe, who are acquainted with the Trade, 
agree, that many Negroes on the Sea Coaſt, 
who have been corrupted by their Intercourſe 
and Converſe with the European Factors, have 
learnt to ſtick at no Act of Cruelty for Gain. 
Theſe make it a Practice to ſteal Abundance 
of little Blacks of both Sexes, when found 
on the Roads, or in the Fields, where their 
Parents keep them all Day to watch the Corn, 
Sc. Some Authors ſay, the Negroe Factors 
go fix or ſeven Hundred Miles up the Coun- 
try with Goods, bought from the Europeans, 
where Markets of Men are kept in the ſame 
Manner as thoſe of Beaſts with us; when the 
poor Slaves, whether brought from far or 
near, come to the Sea-ſhore, they are ſtripped 
naked, 
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naked, and ſtrictly examined by the European 
Surgeons, both Men and Women, without 
the leaſt Diſtinction or Modeſty ; thoſe which 
are approved as good, are marked with a red 
hot Iron, with the Ship's Mark, after which 
they are put on board the Veſſels, the Men 
being ſhackled with Irons, two and two toge- 
ther. Reader, bring the Matter Home, and 
conſider whether any Situation in Lite can be 
more completely miſerable than that of thoſe 
diſtreſſed Captives. When we reflect, that 
each Individual of this Number had ſome 
tender Attachment, which was broken by 
this cruel Separation; ſome Parent or Wife, 
who had not an Opportunity of mingling 
Tears in a parting Embrace; perhaps ſome 
Infant, or aged Parent, whom his Labour was 
to feed, and Vigilance protect; themſelves 
under the dreadful Apprehenſion of an un- 
known perpetual Slavery; pent up within the 
narrow Confines of a Veſlel, ſometimes fix 
or ſeven Hundred together, where they lie as 
cloſe as poſſible. Under theſe complicated 
Diſtreſſes they are often reduced to a State of 
Deſperation, wherein many have leaped into 
the Sea, and have kept themſelves under Wa- 
ter, till they were drowned ; others have 
ſtarved themſelves to Death, for the Preven- 
tion whereof ſome Maſters of Veſſels have 
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cut off the Legs and Arms of a Number of 
thoſe poor deſperate Creatures, to terrify the 
reſt. Great Numbers have alſo frequently 
been killed, and ſome deliberately put to 
Death, under the greateſt Torture, when they 


have attempted to riſe, in order to free them- 


ſelves from their preſent Miſery, and the Sla- 
very deſigned them. An Inſtance of the laſt 
Kind appears particularly in an Account 
given by the Maſter of a Veſſel, who brought 
a Cargo of Slaves to Barbados; indeed it ap- 
pears ſo irreconcileable to the common Dic- 
tates of Humanity, that one would doubt 
the Truth of it, had it not been related by a 
ſerious Perſon, of undoubted Credit, who 
had it from the Captain's own Mouth. Upon 


an Enquiry, What had been the Succeſs of 1 


his Voyage? he anſwered, That he had 
found it a difficult Matter to ſet the NVegroes 
a fighting with each other, in order to pro- 
© cure the Number he wanted; but that when 
© he had obtained this End, and had got his 
* Veſſel filled with Slaves, a new Difficulty 
© aroſe from their Refuſal to take Food; thoſe 
* deſperate Creatures chuſing rather to die 
* with Hunger, than to be carried from their 
© native Country. Upon a farther Enquiry, by 
what Means he had prevailed upon them to 


forego this deſperate Reſolution, he anſwer- 
| ed, 
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ed, That ne obliged all the Negroes to come 
upon Deck, where. they perſiſting in their 
* Reſolution of not taking Food, he cauſed 
© his Sailors to lay Hold upon one of the moſt 
© obſtinate, and chopt the poor Creature in- 
© to ſmall Pieces, forcing ſome of the others 
© to eat a Part of the mangled Body; withal 
« {wearing to the Survivors, that he would 
© uſe them all, one after the other, in the 
* ſame Manner, if they did not conſent to eat. 
This horrid Execution he applauded as a good 
Act, it having had the defired Effect, in 
bringing them to take Food. 

A ſimilar Caſe is mentioned in A/tley's Col- 


lection of Voyages, by John Atkins, Surgeon 


on board Admiral Ogies Squadron, of one 
Harding, Maſter of a Veſſel, in which ſe- 
© veral of the Men Slaves, and a Woman 
slave, had attempted to rife, in order to 


3 © recover their Liberty; ſome of whom the 


* Maſter, of his own Authority, ſentenced to 
* cruel Death, making them firſt eat the 
Heart and Liver of one of thoſe he killed. 
* The Woman he hoiſted by the Thumbs, 
* whipped and flaſhed with Knives before the 
other Slaves, till ſhe died. 

As deteſtable and ſhocking as this may ap- 
pear to ſuch, whoſe Hearts are not yet har- 
dened by the Practice of that Cruelty, _— 

the 
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1 | 
the Love of Wealth, by Degrees, introduceth 


into the human Mind ; ; it will not be ſtrange 
to thoſe who have been concerned or em- 
ployed in the Trade. Now here ariſes a ne- 
ceſſary Query to thoſe who hold the Ballance 
and Sword of Juſtice, and who muſt account 
to God for the Uſe they have made of it. 
Since our Engliſh Law is ſo truly valuable for 
its Juſtice, how can they overlook theſe bar- 
barous Deaths of the unhappy Africans with- 
out Trial, or due Proof of their being guilty 
of Crimes adequate to their Puniſhment ? 
Why are thoſe Maſters of Veſſels (who are 
often not the moſt tender and conſiderate of 
Men) thus ſuffered to be the ſovereign Arbi- 

ters of the Lives of the miſerable Negroes ; 
and allowed, with Impunity, thus to deſtroy, 
may I not ſay murder, their Fellow-Crea- 
tures, and that by Means ſo cruel, as cannot 
be even related but with Shame and Horror. 
When the Veſſels arrive at their deſtined 
Port in the Colonies, the poor Negroes are to 
be diſpoſed of to the Planters, and here they 
are again expoſed naked, without any Di- 
ſtinction of Sexes, to the brutal Examination 
of their Purchaſers ; and this, it may well be 
judged, is to many of them another Occaſion 
of deep Diſtreſs, eſpecially to the Females : 
Add to this, that near Connections muſt now 
again 
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again be ſeparated, to go with their ſeveral 
Purchaſers. In this melancholy Scene, Mo- 
thers are ſeen hanging over their Daughters, 
bedewing their naked Breaſts with Tears, and 
Daughters clinging to their Parents, not 
knowing what new Stage of Diſtreſs muſt 
follow their Separation, or if ever they ſhall 
meet again ; and here what Sympathy, what 
Commiſeration are they to expect? why, in- 
deed, if they will not ſeparate as readily as 
their Owners think proper, the Whipper is 
called for, and the Laſh exerciſed upon their 
naked Bodies, till obliged to part. 

Can any human Heart, that retains a Fel- 
low- feeling for the Sufferings of Mankind, 
be unconcerned at Relations of ſuch grievous 
Affliction, to which this oppreſſed Part of 
our Species are ſubjected! God gave to Man 
Dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over 
the Fowls of the Air, and over the Cattle, 
Sc. but impoſed no involuntary Subjection of 
one Man to another. | 

The Truth of this Poſition has of late been 
clearly ſet forth, by Perſons of Reputation 
and Ability, particularly George Wallis, in 
his Syſtem of the Laws of Scotland, whoſe 
Sentiments are ſo worthy the Notice of all 
conſiderate Perſons, that I ſhall here repeat a 

Part 
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Part of what he has not long ſince publiſhed, 
concerning the African Trade, viz. 

© If this Trade admits of a moral or a ra- 
tional Juſtification, every Crime, even the 
* moſt atrocious, may be juſtified : Govern- 
ment was inſtituted for the Good of Man- 
kind. Kings, Princes, Governors, are not 
© Proprietors of thoſe who are ſubjected to 
* their Authority ; they have not a Right to 
make them miſerable. On the contrary, | 
© their Authority is veſted in them, that they | 
may, by the juſt Exerciſe of it, promote the 
* Happineſs of their People: Of Courſe, they 
© have not aRight to diſpoſe of their Liberty, | 
© and to ſell them for Slaves: Beſides, no Man 
* hasa Right to acquire or to purchaſe them: 
Men and their Liberty are not either ſaleable 
* or purchaſable, one therefore has Nobody 
but himſelf to blame, in caſe he ſhall find 
* himſelf deprived of a Man, whom he 
thought he had, by buying for a Price, 
© made his own; for he dealt in a Trade 
© which was illicit, and was prohibited by the 
© moſt obvious Dictates of Humanity. For 
© theſe Reaſons, every one of thoſe unfortu- 
© nate Men, who are pretended to be Slaves, 
© has a Right to be declared to be free, for he 


© never loſt his Liberty; he could not loſe 5 j 
his 


EW I 
his Prince has no Power to diſpoſe of him; 
of Courſe the Sale was void. This Right 
© he carries about with him, and is intitled 
every where to get it declared. As ſoon, 
© therefore, as he comes into a Country, in 
© which the Judges are not forgetful of their 
* own Humanity, it is their Duty to remem- 
© ber that he is a Man, and to declare him to 
© be free. This is the Law of Nature, which 
© is obligatory on all Men, at all Times, and 
© in all Places. —Would not any of us, who 
© ſhould be ſnatched by Pirates from his na- 
© tive Land, think himſelf cruelly abuſed, and 
gat all Times intitled to be free? Have not 
© theſe unfortunate Africans, who meet with 
the ſame cruel Fate, the ſame Right? Are 
not they Men as well as we, and have they 
not the ſame Senſibility? Let us not, there- 
* fore, defend or ſupport a Ulage, which is 
* contrary to all the Laws of Humanity. 
Francis Hutchinſon alſo, in his Syſtem of 
Moral Philpſophy, ſpeaking on the Subject of 
Slavery, ſays, He who detains another by 
Force in Slavery, is always bound to prove 
* his Title. The Slave fold or carried away 
into a diſtant Country, muſt not be obliged 
* to prove a Negative, That he never for- 
* teited his Liberty. The violent Poſſeſſor 
* mult, in all Caſes, ſhew his Title, eſpecially 
* where 
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© where the old Proprietor is well known, 


© In this Caſe each Man is the original Pro- 
© prietor of his own Liberty: The Proof of 


© his loſing it muſt be incumbent on thoſe, 


* who deprived him of it by Force. Strange 
© (fays the ſame Author) that in any Nation, 
* where a Senſe of Liberty prevails, where 
the Chriſtian Religion is profeſſed, Cuſtom, 
* and high Proſpect of Gain, can ſo ſtupify the 
© Conſciences of Men, and all Senſe of na- 
© tural Juſtice, that they can hear ſuch Com- 
© putation made about the Value of their Fel- 


© low-Men, and their Liberty, without Ab- 


* horrence and Indignation ! 

The noted Baron Monteſquieu gives it, as 
his Opinion, in his Spirit of Law, Page 348, 
That nothing more aſſimilates a Man to a 
© Beaſt than living amongſt Freemen, himſelf 
* a Slave; ſuch People as theſe are the natural 
Enemies of Society, and their Number muſt 
always be dangerous. 1 

The Author of a Pamphlet, lately printed 
in London, intituled, An Eſſay in Vindication 
of the Continental Colonies of America, writes, 
That the Bondage we have impoſed on the 
* Africans, is ablolutely repugnant to Juſtice. 
© That it is highly inconfiſtent with civil Po- 
* licy: Firſt, as it tends to ſuppreſs all Im- 
provements in Arts and Sciences; without 

* which 


E 
« which it is morally impoſſible that any Na- 
© tion ſhould be happy or powerful. Secondly, 
© as it may deprave the Minds of the Free- 
men; ſteeling their Hearts againſt the lau- 
* dable Feelings of Virtue and Humanity. 
And, laſtiy, as it endangers the Communi- 
© ty, by the deſtructive Effects of civil Com- 
* motions ; need I add to theſe (ſays that 
Author) what every Heart, which is not 
© callous to all tender Feelings, will readily 
« ſuggeſt ; that it is ſhocking to Humanity, 
« violative of every generous Sentiment, ab- 
« horrent utterly from the Chriſtian Religion; 
for as Monteſquieu very juſtly obſerves, Ye 
« muſt ſuppoſe them not to be Men, or a Suſpi- 
* 101 would follow that we ourſelves are not 
* Chriſtians. —There cannot be a more dan- 
« gerous Maxim, than that Neceſſity is a Plea 
« for Injuſtice. For who ſhall fix the Degree 
« of this Neceſſity? What Villain fo atroci- 
« ous, who may not urge this Excuſe; or, as 


Milton has happily expreſſed it, 


' And with Neceſſity, 
© The Tyrant's Plea, excuſe his des iſh Deed? 


© That our Colonies want People, is a very 
* weak Argument for ſo inhuman a Violation 
© of Juſtice.—Shall a civilized, a Chriſtian 
Nation encourage Slavery, becauſe the bar- 

* barous, 


[3+] 


© barous, ſavage, lawleſs African, hath done 
it? Monſtrous Thought! To what End do 
we profeſs a Religion whoſe Dictates we ſo 
* flagrantly volle F Wherefore have we that 
Pattern of Goodneſs and Humanity, if we 
* refuſe to follow it? How long ſhall we con- 
* tinue a Practice, which Policy rejects, Ju- 
* ſtice Gondemns, and Piety diſſuades? Shall 
© the Americans perſiſt | in a Conduct, which 
cannot be juſtified ; or perſevere in Oppreſ- 
* fton, from which their Hearts muſt recoil ? 
If the barbarous Africans ſhall continue to 
* enflave each other, let the Dzmon Slavery 
© remain among them, that their Crime may 
include its own Puniſhment. Let not Chri- 
* ſtians, by adminiſtring to their Wickednels, 
* confeſs their Religion to be a uſeleſs Refine- 
© ment, their Profeſſion vain, and themſelves 
das inhuman as the Savages they deteſt.” 
James Poſter, in his Diſcourſes. on Natural 
Religion and Social Virtue, allo ſhews his juſt 
Indignation at this wicked Practice, which he 
declares to be a criminal and outrageous Vio- 
lation of the natural Right of Mankind, At 
Page 1 56, 2d Vol. he ſays, Should we have 
read concerning the Greeks. or Romans of 
* old, that they traded, with View to make 
Slaves of their own Species, whom they 
© certainly Knew that this would involve in 
Schemes 


L 35 } 


© Schemes of Blood and Murder, of deſtroy- 
© ing or enflaving each other, that they even 
fomented Wars, and engaged whole Na- 
tions and Tribes in open FHoſtilities, for 
their own private Advantage; that they had 
no Deteſtation of the Violence and Cruelty; 
but only feared the ill Succeſs of their in- 
q human Enterprizes; that they carried Men 
© like themſelves, their Brethren, and the Off- 
* ſpring of the ſame common Parent, to be ſold 
© like Beaſts of Prey, or Beaſts of Burden ; and 

« put them to the ſame reproachful Trial of 
their Soundneſs, Strength and Capacity for 
greater bodily Service; that quite forgetting 
* and renouncing the original Dignity of hu- 
* man Nature, communicated to all, they 
treated them with more Severity and ruder 
* Diſcipline, than even the Ox or the Als, 
© who are void of Underſtanding ;—ſhould 
* we not, if this had been the Caſe, have 
© naturally been led to deſpiſe all their pre- 
© tended Refinements of Morality; and to have 
* concluded, that as they were not Nations 
© deſtitute of Politeneſs, they muſt have been 
© intire Strangers to Virtue and Benevolence. 

* But, notwithſtanding this, we ourſelves 

* (who profeſs to be Chriſtians, and boaſt of 
the peculiar Advantage we enjoy, by means 


* of an expreſs Revelation of our Duty from 
C2 Heaven) 
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Heaven) are, in Effect, theſe very untaught 
and rude Heathen Countries. With all our 
© ſuperior Light, we inſtil into thoſe, whom 
* we call ſavage and barbarous, the moſt de- 
© ſpicable Opinion of human Nature. We, 
© to the utmoſt of our Power, weaken and 
diſſolve the univerſal Tie, that binds and 
* unites Mankind, We practiſe what we 
* ſhould exclaim againſt, as the utmoſt Ex- 
* ceſs of Cruelty and Tyranny, if Nations of 
* the World, differing in Colour, and Form 
* of Government from ourſelves, were ſo poſ- 
ſeſſed of Empire, as to be able to reduce us 
© to a State of unmerited and brutiſh Servi- 
* tude. Of Conſequence, we ſacrifice our 
* Reaſon, our Humanity, our Chriſtianity, to 
© an} unnatural ſordid Gain. We teach other 
Nations to deſpiſe, and trample under Foot, 
* all the Obligations of ſocial Virtue. We 
© take the moſt effectual Method to prevent | 
© the Propagation of the Goſpel, by repreſent- | 
© ing it as a Scheme of Power and barbarous 
Oppreſſion, and an Enemy to the natural 
« Privileges and Rights of Men. 

Perhaps, all that I have now offered, 
may be of very little Weight to reſtrain this 
* Enormity, this aggravated Iniquity. How] 
0 ever, Iſhall {till have the Satisfaction, of hav- 
ing entered my private Proteſt againſt a Prac- 

© tice, 


. „ 


ä * 

C1] 
* tice, Which, in my Opinion, bids that God, 
© who is the God and Father of the Gentiles, 
* unconverted to Chriſtianity, moſt daring and 
bold Defiance, and ſpurns at all the Prin- 
ciples, both of natural and revealed, Reli- 
gion. 

How the Britiſh Nation firſt came to be 
concerned in a Practice, by which the Rights 
and Liberties of Mankind are fo violently in- 
fringed, and which is ſo oppoſite to the Ap- 
prehenſions Engliſhmen have always had of 
what natural Juſtice requires, is indeed ſur- 
priſing. It was about the Year 1563, 1n the 
Reign of Queen Ekzabeth, that the Engliſb 
firſt engaged in the Guiney Trade; when it 
appears, from an Account in Hill's Naval 
Hiſtory, Page 293, That when Captain Hau- 
Ans returned from his Firſt Voyage to Afri- 
ca, that generous ſpirited Princeſs, attentive 
to the Intereſt of her Subjects, ſent for the 


Commander, to whom the exprefſed her 


Concern, left any of the African Negroes 
ſhould be carried off without their free Con- 
ſent, declaring it would be deteſtable, and call 
down the Vengeance of Heaven upon the Under- 
takers. Captain Hawkins promiſed to com- 
ply with the Queen's Injunction : Neverthe- 
leſs, we find in the Account, given in the 
lame Hiſtory, of Hawkins's Second Voyage, 

W-43 the 
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the Author uſing theſe remarkable Words, 
Here began the horrid Practice of forcing the 


Africans into Slavery. 
 Labut, a Roman Miſhonary, in his Ac- 
count of the Ifles of America, at Page 114, 


of the 4th Vol. mentions, that Lew:s the 


13th, Father to the preſent French King's 


Grandfather, was extremely uneaſy at a 


Law, by which all the Negroes of his Colo- 
mes were to be made Slaves; but it bein 
ſtrongly urged to him, as the readieſt Means 
for their Converſion to Chriſtianity, he ac- 
quieſced therewith. 

And although we have not many Accounts 
of the Impreſſions which this piratical Inva- 
ſion of the Rights of Mankind gave to ſeri- 
ous minded People, when firft engaged in, 
yet it did not eſcape the Notice of ſome, who 
might be efteemed in a peculiar Manner as 
Watchmen, in their Day, to the different So- 
cieties of Chriſtians, whereunto they belong- 
ed. Richard Baxter, an eminent Preacher 
amongſt the Nonconfermiſts, in the laſt Cen- 
tury, well known, and particularly efteemed 


by moſt of the ſerious Preſbyterians and In- 


dependents, in his Chriſtian Directory, moſtly 
wrote about an Hundred Years ago, fully 
ſhews his Deteſtation of this Practice, in the 
— Words, * Do you not mark e. 
© Go 


m—— Fo 


A. 


we 
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© God hath followed you with Plagues, and 


may not Conſcience tell you, that it is for 
« your Inhumanity to the Souls and Bodies of 
Men? To go as Pirates, and catch up poor 
« Negroes, or People of another Land, that ne- 
ver forfeited Life or Liberty, and to make 
them Slaves, and ſell them, is one of the 
« worſt Kinds of Thievery in the World, and 
* ſuch Perſons are to be taken for the com- 
mon Enemies of Mankind; and they that 
buy them, and uſe them as Beaſts, for their 
meer Commodity, and betray, or deſtroy, 
© or neglect their Souls, are fitter to be called 
Devils than Chriſtians. It is an heinous Sin 
* to buy them, unleſs it be in Charity to de- 
liver them. —Undoubtedly they are preſent- 
ly bound to deliver them; becauſe, by Right, 
© the Man is his own; therefore no Man elſe 
can have a juſt Title to him. 

We alſo find George Fox, a Man of ex- 
emplary Piety, who was the principal Inſtru- 
ment in gathering the religious Society of 
People, called Quakers, expreſſing his Con- 
cern and Fellow-feeling for the Bondage of 
the Negroes: In a Diſcourſe taken from hjs 
Mouth, in Barbados, in the Year 1671, he 
ſays, © Conſider with yourſelves, if you were 
in the ſame Condition as the Blacks are,— 
* who came Strangers to you, and were fold 
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© to you as Slaves; I ſay, if this ſhould be 
the Condition of you or yours, you would 
© think it hard Meaſure: Yea, and very great 
Bondage and Cruelty. And, therefore, 
* conſider ſeriouſly of this, and do you for 
© and to them, as you would willingly have 
* them, or any other, to do unto you, were 
© you in the like (laviſh Condition, and bring 
them to know the Lord Chriſt. And in 
his Journal, Page 431, ſpeaking of the Ad- 
vice he gave his Friends at Barbaaos, he ſays, 
© I defired alſo, that they would cauſe their 
© Overſeers to deal mildly and gently with 
© their Negroes, and not to uſe Cruelty towards 
© them, as the Manner of ſome had been, 
© and that after certain Years of Servitude 
© they ſhould make them free. 

In a Book printed in Liverpool, called The 
Liverpool Memorandum Book, which contains, 
among other Things, an Account of the 
Trade of that Port, there is an exact Liſt of 
the Veſſels employed in the Guiney Trade, 
and of the Number of Slaves imported in 
each Veſſel, by which it appears, that in the 
Year 1753, the Number imported to Ame- 
rica, by Veſſels belonging to that Port, 
amounted to upwards of Thirty Thouſand ; 
and, from the Number of Veſſels employed 
by the African Company, in London and Eri- 


lol, 


„ 


fol, we may, with ſome Degree of Certainty, 


d conclude there are, at leaſt, One Hundred 
at Thouſand Negroes purchaſed and brought on 
b, board our Ships yearly from the Coaſt of 
Ir Africa, on their Account. This is confirmed 
e in Anderſon's Hiſtory of Trade and Com- 
e merce, printed the Year before laſt, where it 
g is ſaid, at Page 68 of the Appendix, That 


8 England ſupplies her American Colonies with 
© Negroe-/laves, amounting in Number to above 
© One Hundred Thouſand every Year. When 
the Veſſels are full treighted with Slaves, they 
ſet out for our Plantations in America, and 
may be Twoor Three Months on the Voyage, 
during which Time, from the Filth and 
Stench that is among them, Diſtempers fre- 
quently break out, which carry off a great 
many, a Fifth, a Fourth, yea ſometimes a 
Third of them ; ; fo that taking all the Slaves 
together, that are brought on board our Ships 
yearly, one may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that at 
leaſt Ten Thouſand of them die on the 
Voyage. And in a printed Account of the 
State of the Negroes in our Plantations, it is 
a ſuppoſed that a Fourth Part, more or leſs, die 
at the different Iſlands, in what 1s called the 
; # Seaſoning. Hence it may be preſumed, that, 
at a moderate Computation of the Slaves, 
who are purchaſed by our African Merchants 
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in a Vear, near Thirty Thouſand die upon 


the Voyage, and in the Seaſoning. Add to 
this, the prodigious Number who are killed 
in the Incurſions and inteſtine Wars, by 
which the Negroes procure the Number of 
Slaves wanted to load the Veſlels: How 
dreadful then is the Slave-Trade, whereby 


ſo many Thouſands of our Fellow-Creatures, 


free by Nature, endued with the fame ration- 
al Faculties, and called to be Heirs of the 
ſame Salvation with us, loſe their Lives, and 
are truly, and properly ſpeaking, murdered 
every Year. For it is not neceſſary, in order 
to convict a Man of Murder, to make it ap- 
pear, that he had an Intention to commit 
Murder. Whoever does, by unjuſt Force or 
Violence, deprive another of his Liberty, 
and, while he has him in his Power, reduces 
him, by cruel Treatment, to ſuch a Condi- 
tion as evidently endangers his Life, and the 
Event occaſions his Death, is actually guilty 
of Murder. It is no leſs ſhocking to read the 
Accounts given by Sir Hans Sloan, and others, 
of the inhuman and unmercitul Treatment 
thoſe Blacks meet with, who ſurvive the 
Seaſoning in the Iſlands, often for Tranſgreſ- 
ſions, to which the Puniſhment they receive 
bears no Proportion. And the horrid Exe- 
* cutions, which are frequently made there 

* upon 
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upon Diſcovery of the Plots laid by the 
Blacks, for the Recovery of their Liberty; 
© of ſome they break the Bones, whilſt alive, 
on a Wheel; others they burn, or rather 
© roaſt to Death; others they ſtarve to Death, 
with a Loaf hanging before their Mouths. 
Thus they are brought to expire, with fright- 
ful Agonies, in the moſt horrid Tortures. For 
Negligence only they are unmercifully whip- 
ped, till their Backs are raw, and then Pepper 
and Salt are ſcattered on the Wounds to height- 
en the Pain, and prevent Mortification. Is it 
not a Cauſe of much Sorrow and Lamenta- 
tion, that ſo many poor Creatures ſhould be 
thus racked with excruciating Tortures, for 
Crimes which often their Tormentors have oc- 
caſioned. Mult not even the common Feelings 
of human Nature have ſuffered ſome grievous 
Change in thoſe Men, to be capable of ſuch 
horrid Cruelty towards their Fellow-Men ? 
It they deſerve Death, ought not their Judg- 
es, in the Death decreed them, always to re- 
member that theſe their hapleſs Fellow-Crea- 
tures are Men, and themſelves profeſſing 
Chriſtians. The Moſaic law teaches us our 
Duty in theſe Caſes, in the merciful Proviſion 
it made in the Puniſhment of Tranſgreſſors, 
Deuter. xxv. 2. And it ſhall be, if the wicked 
Man be worthy to be beaten, that the Judge ſhall 
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cauſe him to lie down, and to be beaten before 
his Face, according to his Fault, by a certain 
Number, Forty Stripes he may give him, and 
not exceed. And the Reaſon rendered is out 
of Reſpect to human Nature, viz. Leſt if he 


ſhould exceed, and beat him above theſe, with 


many Stripes, then thy Brother ſhould ſeem vile 
unto thee. Britons boaſt themſelves to be a 
generous, humane People, who have a true 
Senſe of the Importance of Liberty; but is this 
a true Character, whilſt that barbarous, ſa- 
vage Slave-trade, with all its attendant Hor- 
rors, receives Countenance and Protection 
from the Legiſlature, whereby ſo many Thou- 
ſand Lives are yearly ſacrificed ? Do we in- 
deed believe the Truths declared in the Go- 
ſpel? Are we perſuaded that the Threatnings, 
as well as the Promiſes therein contained, will 
have their Accompliſhment? If indeed we do, 
muſt we not tremble to think what a Load of 
Guilt lies upon our Nation generally and in- 
dividually, ſo far as we in any Degree abet or 
countenance this aggravated Iniquity ? 

We have a memorable Inſtance in Hiſtory, 
which may be fruitful of Inſtruction, if 
timely and properly applied ; it is a Quota- 
tion made by Sir John Temple, in his Hittory 
of the 1r:/þ Rebellion, being an Obſervation 
out of Giraldus Cambrenſis, a noted Author, 

- who 


5 


2 who lived about Six Hundred Years ago, con- 
n cerning the Cauſes of the Proſperity of the 
2 Engliſh Undertakings in Ireland, when they 
It conquered that Iſland; he faith, That a Sy- 
2 nod, or Council of the Clergy, being then 
2 * aſſembled at Armagh, and that Point fully 


le * debated, it was unanimouſly agreed, that 


2 * the Sins of the People were the Occaſion of 
e * that heavy Judgment then fallen upon their 
's Nation; and that eſpecially their buying of 
= Engliſhmen from Merchants and Pirates, and 
= * detaining them under a moſt miſerable hard 
6 Bondage, had cauſed the Lord, by Way of 
- © juſt Retaliation, to leave them to be reduced, 
— by the Engliſb, to the ſame State of Slavery. 
= © Whereupon they made a public Act in that 
, Council, that all the Engliſb, held in Capti- 
11 * vity throughout the whole Land, ſhould be 
), * preſently reſtored to their former Liberty. 

f I ſhall now conclude with an Extract from 
— an Addreſs of a late Author to the Merchants, 
ſy and others, who are concerned in carrying on 


the Guiney Trade: Which alſo, in a great 
Meaſure is applicable to others, who, for the 
Love of Gain, are in any Way concerned in 
promoting or maintaining the Captivity of the 
Negroes. 

* As the Buſineſs, you are publicly carry- 
ing on before the World, has a bad * 

© an 
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* and you are ſenſible moſt Men make Objec- 
tions againſt it, you ought to juſtify it to the 
* World, upon Principles of Reaſon, Equity 
and Humanity; to make it appear, that it is 
no unjuſt Invaſion of the Perſons, or En- 
* croachments on the Rights of Men; or for 
ever to lay it aſide. But laying aſide the Re- 
ſentment of Men, which is but of little or no 
Moment, in Compariſon with that of the Al- 
mighty, think of a future Reckoning; con- 
* ſider how you ſhall come off in the great 
and awful Day of Accompt: You now 
* heap up Riches, and live in Pleaſure ; but, 
* oh! what will you do in the End thereof? 
* and that is not far off, What if Death 
* ſhould ſeize upon you, and hurry you out 
of this World, under all that Load of Blood- 


* guiltineſs, that now lies upon your Souls ? 


The Goſpel expreſly declares, that Thieves 


* and Murderers ſhall not inherit the King- 
* dom of God. Confider, that at the ſame 


s time, and by the ſame Means, you now 


© treaſure up worldly Riches, you are treaſur- 
ing up to yourſelves Wrath, againſt the Day 
* of Wrath, and Vengeance, that ſhall come 
© upon the Workers of Iniquity, unleſs pre- 
* vented by a timely Repentance. 
* And what greater Iniquity, what Crime 
© that is more heinous, that carries in it more 
© compli- 
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complicated Guilt, can you name than that, 
in the habitual, deliberate Practice of which 
you now live? How can you lift up your 
* guilty Eyes to Heaven? How can you pray 
tor Mercy to him that made you, or hope 
* for any Favour from him that formed you, 
while you go on thus groſly and openly to 
* diſhonour him, in debaſing and deſtroying 
the nobleſt Workmanſhip of his Hands in 
* this lower World? He is the Father of 
Men; and do you think he will not reſent 
ſuch Treatment of his Offspring, whom he 
* hath ſo loved, as to give his only begotten 
* Son, that whoſoever believeth in him might 
not periſh, but have everlaſting Life? This 
Love of God to Man, revealed in the Go- 
* ipel, is a great Aggravation of your Guilt ; 
tor if God ſo loved us, we ought alſo to love 
* one another. You remember the Fate of 
the Servant, who took hold of his Fellow- 


Servant, who was in his Debt, by the Throat, 


* and caſt him into Priſon: Think then, and 


© tremble to think, what will be your Fate, 


* who take your Fellow Servants by the 
Throat, that owe you not a Penny, and 
make them Priſoners for Life. 

Give yourſelves Leave to reflect impar- 
* tially upon, and conſider the Nature of, this 
* Man-Trade, which, if you do, your Hearts 
* muſt 
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© muſt needs relent, if you have not loſt all 
© Senſe of Humanity, all Pity and Compaſ- 
© ſion towards thoſe of your own Kind, to 
© think what Calamities, what Havock and 
* Deſtruction among them, you have been 
© the Authors of, for filthy Lucre's Sake. 
God grant you may be ſenſible of your Guilt, 
© and repent in Time. 
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OF 4 


S E R M O N, 


PREACHED BY THE 


BISHOP or GLOUCESTER, 


Before the Society for the PrRopacaTION of 
the GosPEL, at their Anmverſary Meeting, on 
the 21ſt of February, 1766. 


L RO the Free-Savages I now come 
a (the laſt Point J propoſe to conſider) 
to the Savages in Bonds, By theſe I mean 
the vaſt Multitudes yearly ſtolen from the 
* oppolite Continent, and ſacrificed by the 
Coloniſts to their great Idol, the GD oF 
*GAIN. But what then, ſay theſe ſincere 
* Worſhippers of Mammon, they are our 
* own Property, which we offer up. Gra- 
* cious God! to talk (as in Herds of Cattle) 
of Property in rational Creatures! Crea- 


* tures endowed with all our Faculties, poſ- 
D * ſeſſing 
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* ſeſling all our Qualities but that of Colour; 
our Brethren both by Nature and Grace, 
* ſhocks all the Feelings of Humanity, and 
the Dictates of Common Senſe. But, alas! 
* what is there in the infinite Abuſes of So- 
© ciety which does not ſhock them? Yet no- 
thing is more certain in itſelf, and apparent 
© to all, than that the infamous Trafhc for 
* Slaves directly infringes both divine and 
© human Law. Nature created Man free; 
© and Grace invites him to aſſert his Free- 
dom. In Excuſe of this Violation, it hath 
© been pretended, That though indeed theſe 
* miſerable Outcaſts of Humanity be torn 
* from their Homes and native Country by 
Fraud and Violence, yet they thereby be- 
came the happier, and their Condition the 
* more eligible. But who are VO, who 
pretend to judge of another Man's Happi- 
© neſs? That State, which each Man, under 
the Guidance of his Maker, forms for him- 
< ſelf; and not one Man for another. To 
* know what conſtitutes mine or your Happi- 
© neſs, is the ſole Prerogative of him who 
© created us, and caſt us in ſo various and dit- 
* ferent Moulds. Did your Slaves ever com- 
© plain to you of their Unhappineſs amidit 
© their native Woods and Deſarts? Or, ra- 
ther, let me aſk, did they ever ceaſe com- 


© plaining 


. 


plaining of their Condition under you their 
Lordly Maſters ? where they ſee, indeed, 
© the Accommodations of civil Life, but ſee 
© them all paſs to others, themſelves unbene- 
« fited by them. Be fo gracious then, ye 

© petty 8 over human Freedom, to let 
your Slaves judge for themſelves, what it 1s 
* which makes their own Happineſs. And 
then ſee whether they do not place it in the 
Return to their own Country, rather than 
* in the Contemplation of your Grandeur, of 
* which their Miſery makes ſo large a Part. 
A Return fo paſſionately longed for, that 
* deſpairing of Happineſs here, that is, of 
* eſcaping the Chains of their cruel Taſk- 
0 * maſters, they conſole themſelves with feign- 

ing it to be the gracious Reward of Heaven 
in their future State; which I do not find 
their haughty Maſters have as yet concerned 
* themſelves to invade. The leſs hardy in- 
* deed wait for this Felicity till overwearied 
Nature ſets them free; but the more re- 
© ſolved have Recourſe even to Self-violence, 
to force a ſpeedier Paſſage. 

„But it will be till urged, that though 

* what is called human Happineſs be of fo 
* fantaſtic a Nature, that each Man's Imagi- 
© nation creates it for himſelf, yet human Mi- 
* ſery is more ſubſtantial and uniform through- 
* out 
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© out all the Tribes of Mankind. Now, fro 
the Worſt of human Miſeries, the ſavage ; 

« Africans, by theſe forced Emigrations, are 
©intirely ſecured, ſuch as the being perpe- 
©tually hunted down like Beaſts of Prey or 

x Profit, by their more favage and powerfa 
© Neighbours—In Truth, a bleſſed Change 
© —from being hunted to being caught. Bu; 
© who are they that have ſet on Foot this ge- 
© neral HUN TIN G? Are they not theſe ver 
©civilized Violators of Humanity themſelves! 
who tempt the weak Appetites, and pro- 
© voke the wild Paſſions of the fiercer Savages 
© to prey mo the reſt.” | 
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THE END. 
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